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Construction of a new and improved Jack’s in Watkins is nearing completion with the store expected to open for business on 
Thursday, May 25. Nathen Derichs oversaw the project for Jack’s, which has five stores, including in Eden Valley and Richmond.

Construction of  the new 
and improved Jack’s gas sta-
tion/convenience store in 
Watkins is heading into its 
final phase with the “soft” 
opening date a week away. The 
store is expected to open its 
doors on Thursday, May 25, 
with a grand opening set for 
Saturday, June 10.

Contractors are working 
hard to finish projects both 
inside and outside the station. 
While the new building sits in 
approximately the same loca-
tion as the previous business, 
on the corner of  Highway 55 
and Co. Rd. 2 in Watkins, the 
new Jack’s is sure to please its 
customers – with more food 
selections, more parking 
space, an updated car wash, 
and more room at the pumps.

“The grand opening will be 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 10, with free 
food, entertainment by 91 
Country, and a Sinclair inflat-
able dinosaur,” said Nathen 
Derichs, who is spearheading 

the project. “We’re excited for 
people to see all the changes.”

Long History in Watkins
In 1971, Derichs’ grandpar-

ents, Jack and Mary Gruenes, 
purchased the Standard Oil 
station from Jack’s brother 
Tony and his wife Mary. 

Then, the station was locat-
ed across from St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church, where New 
Reflections is now located. 

In 1976, the Grueneses built 
a new station on Highway 55, 
including a small lobby/office, 
a two-stall garage for servic-
ing cars, and a car wash. A 
remodeling project in 1994 
converted the garage area into 

a convenience store.
At one point, Gruenes 

owned Standard Oil stations 
in Eden Valley and Paynesville 
as well. Jack also owned a 
bulk oil business, which he 
sold to his son-in-law John 
Derichs and daughter Karen 
in 2002. Jack’s nephew Don 
rented the Watkins station for 
a few years, but Jack and Mary 
assumed operation in 1993 and 
continued in business until 
they sold it to their daughter 
Jodi and her husband Brian 
“Bubba” Bauer in January 
2009. Sadly, Brian died unex-
pectedly in July 2009.  

LOCAL BUSINESS

New Jack’s of Watkins to open next week

By Julie Haag Bulau

“Soft” opening
of new building
is planned for

Thursday, May 25
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The EV-W color guard has been practicing since winter for Valley Daze 2023. Pictured are: (front) Grace Staten; (middle) Kylee 
Vossen, Josephine Schmitz, and Dominick Johnson; and (back) Lilia Morsch, Tabitha Butterfass, Chelsey Vossen, Katelyn 
Mattheisen, Makayla Kammermeier, Kloe Raddatz, Anna Fink, Amy Zimmerman, and advisor Cassy Lahr.  Photo by Julie Haag Bulau

Flags twirling to moves 
called wings, silk tosses, drop 
back, lasso, helicopter, and 

armpit throws were all part of  
a winter half-time perfor-
mance by the EV-W color 
guard. The routine, set to the 
song “It’s My Life,” by Bon 
Jovi, displayed a number of  
traditional color guard moves 
along with a few twists of  
their own.

For many in the audience, it 
was the first time they’d seen a 
color guard performance. 

For the group, it was an 

opportunity to perform after 
putting in hours of  practice 
perfecting their routine.

“There were a lot of  differ-
ent moves, but one we always 
put in our routines is the drop-
back throw,” said Chelsey 
Vossen, one of  three team cap-
tains.  “Everyone in our color 
guard finds that move fun and 
easy, and it looks cool. There 
were also a few new moves 
that we put in the routine we 

did. There was one that we 
ended up calling the Makayla 
spin. It was a really cool move 
that one of  the girls (Makayla 
Kammermeier)  came up with 
where you spin in a circle 
while the flag stays behind 
you.”

The Makayla spin is not the 
only move invented by team 
members. Vossen and captain 
Tabby Butterfass came up 

COLOR GUARD

Flag-twirling squad ready for Valley Daze

By Julie Haag Bulau

EV-W now
offers elementary 
and high school

color guards
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The Eden Valley-Watkins 
High School senior choir 
achieved greatness at the 2023 
large group competition on 
Wednesday, April 5, at New 
London-Spicer High School. 
At this competition, EV-W 
competed with many different 
schools, who each took turns 
singing pieces and were 
watched by three judges. After 
performing, the judges then 
worked with the students and 
helped them grow as singers.

Both the choir and the 
senior high band competed 
that day, and both groups 
received three superior rat-
ings, which is the highest rat-
ing available. “Getting even 
one superior is awesome 

because it means at least one 
of  the judges thought the 
group accomplished the tech-
niques that they’ve been work-
ing so hard on, but receiving 
all three superiors brought a 
great sense of  pride to our 
choir,” explained choir direc-
tor Kris Latcham. “They’ve 
been working for months to 
achieve balance in harmony, 
singing with the correct into-
nation, working on tough 
rhythms, starting and ending 
phrases together, and working 
on when to increase or 
decrease sound. Its teamwork 
and the three superiors means 
the choir really worked togeth-
er to make it happen. It's a 
great sense of  accomplish-
ment!”

The choir sang “Give Us 
Hope” by Jim Papoulis and an 
upbeat song called “Celebrate 
Music” by Joseph Martin.

“‘Give Us Hope’ by Jim 
Papoulis is a song about bring-
ing a happy future. Papoulis 
wrote the song after Sept. 11, 

EVW MUSIC

EV-W choir earns 
three superior ratings

By Ava Blonigen

For the first time,
EV-W received
three superior 

marks at contest
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The main Highway 23  
detour – from Paynesville to 
Richmond – began on Monday, 
May 15. Traffic again will be 
detoured from Paynesville to 
St. Martin to Richmond using 
Co. Rd. 33 and Co. Rd. 12. 

This detour is expected to 
be in place through early 
November 2023 when the proj-
ect is completed.

The final year of  construc-
tion on the Highway 23 North 
Gap project (from Paynesville 
to Richmond) got underway in 
May, focusing on Co. Rd. 12 by 
Richmond. The North Gap 
project is expanding nine 
miles of  Highway 23 to four 
lanes, from Paynesville to 
Richmond. Also, several inter-
sections along Highway 23 are 
being reconfigured to improve 
sightlines, reduce potential 
crash points, and enhance 
safety. The North Gap project 
should conclude in 2023.

•The Highway 23 South Gap 
detour also began on Monday, 
May 1, and is expected to run 
through Friday, Oct. 27. As 
Highway 23 is expanded to 
four lanes from Paynesville to 
New London, the highway 
will be closed from Hawick to 

Paynesville in 2023. Traffic 
will be routed from 
Paynesville, past Hawick, via 
Highway 55 and Co. Rd. 2. 

•People who live, work, or 
visit homes and businesses 
along Highway 23 will have 
access to/from Highway 23 
using designated access points 
along the corridor. Drivers 
can expect changes and use of  
alternate entrances as 
Highway 23 will be a busy 
work zone. Residents, busi-
ness owners, and visitors 
should watch for construction 
signs, lane closures, gravel 
surfaces, flaggers with use of  
pilot car, road crews, and 
heavy equipment.

•These projects are part of  
the three-year Highway 23 
Gaps expansion project which 
received funding through the 
Corridors of  Commerce pro-
gram in May 2018. In addition 
to the North Gap, the South 
Gap expansion of  Highway 23 
to four lanes from New 
London to Paynesville is 
scheduled for construction in 
2023 and 2024. When the North 
Gap and South Gap sections 
are both complete, Highway 23 
travelers will be able to experi-
ence continuous four-lane 
travel from Willmar to Foley.

•Mathiowetz Construction 
is the contractor for both proj-
ects: $41.75 million (North Gap) 
and $34.5 million (South Gap).

HIGHWAY 23

Main detour starting 
again from Paynesville 
to Richmond

Traffic from 
Paynesville to 
Hawick also 

being detoured


